[bookmark: _GoBack]Assignment 1: Media Report

Objectives: The main objective is to examine the accuracy of research reported in media stories of relationship research published in the media during or after December 2016. The media have taken a heightened interest in relationship research in recent years. In this assignment, you will determine for yourself whether a news story that you select has accurately portrayed the original research.

Due date: The paper is due at the START OF CLASS on Thursday February 2nd.

General requirements: You are to select one story from a media outlet about relationship research and look up the corresponding journal article (if the story cites more than one article, select one to focus on). You should summarize the media’s description of the research, and provide your own more detailed description of the work. Then, critically analyse the fit between the media’s description of the research and your own independent reading of the paper. Finally, conclude with reflection on what this specific case might reveal more broadly about when you should and should not trust media reports about research.

Specific requirements: The paper should be a maximum of 5 double-spaced pages, not including title page and references (most papers should only require 2 references, the paper you are examining and the textbook). Papers must be in 12-point Times font.

Required sections:
· opening thesis
· media story description: discuss the media report about the study (if the story is online, include a link to the original media story)
· research article: provide a description of the logic behind the research, how the
study was conducted, the research results, and the authors’ interpretation of their results
· synthesis: compare the interpretations of the research provided by the media and the original article
· conclusion: what does this case suggest about when media reports are likely to be more or less accurate in presenting relationship research

Suggestion: Better papers will incorporate a competent analysis of the research results, so you should select a paper that uses statistics you understand.


Assignment 1 Marking Scheme
· first paragraph: your thesis (10%)
· foreshadow your conclusion (be specific)
· description of study in media outlet (10%)
· overview of how the media story describes the study, if the story is online provide a link
· description of research paper (20%)
· demonstrate you understand the research - clear and coherent description that is free of jargon
· describe it verbally, do not use numbers (e.g., statistical tests, number of participants) unless it is relevant to your argument
· synthesis: comparison of media report and journal article (40%)
· how fully and fairly did the media report depict the study?
· conclusion section (20%)
· what broader conclusions can you draw about when media reports about relationship research should and should not be trusted?
